[X-ray and scintigraphic diagnosis of thyroid cancer metastatic to bone].
Comparative analysis of the results of radio- and scintigraphic investigation of 101 patients with thyroid cancer (TC) metastases to the bones has shown the appropriateness of combined diagnosis at all stages of patients' examination. The use of osteoscintigraphy with 99mTc-phosphates with subsequent x-ray investigation and whole-body scintigraphy with 131I contributes to early and more complete diagnosis of TC skeletal metastases. Iodine accumulation in TC bone metastases depends on the morphological structure of a tumor, the presence of functioning thyroid tissue and the level of iodine in the patient's body at the time of examination. In complete ablation of thyroid tissue and a low iodine level, iodine concentrating TC metastases in the skeleton are detected in 65.8% of patients with follicular cancer, in 41.7% of patients with papillary cancer, and in rare cases of medullary and undifferentiated TC. The results of combined radiological (with 131I) and scintigraphic investigation reflect important aspects in anatomy and function of TC bone metastases and can be used for the objective evaluation of the effectiveness of applied therapy.